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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

1.1. About the European Circular Economy Stakeholder 
Platform (ECESP)

2.2. EU Policies related to the European Green Deal 
Overview, relevance for SMEs, examples of sustainable SME frontrunners, what is urgently 

needed for SMEs to mainstream sustainable business in the EU.
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

1. What is the ECESP?
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

ECESP Coordination Group members
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

•Perspective and examples from the membership of 
Ecopreneur.eu

2. EU Policies related to the 
European Green Deal
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

EU Policy making 

European 
Commission

European 
Parliament

European 
Council



Proposed Commissioners linked to sustainability
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

• European Green Deal sustainability legislation 
adopted on emission trading, reporting, design, 
transparency, due diligence, deforestation, trade

• Strong resistance from political surge to the far 
right and conventional businesses

• EU not on track to meet the Green Deal, Paris 
and Sustainable Development Goals

• More is needed

EU Policies: Current situation (1)
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

• Ecodesign Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR)
• Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD)
• Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) & 

European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS)
• Nature Restoration Law
• Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition (ECGT) 
• EU Deforestation-free Products Regulation (EUDR) - with 1 Year Delay
• Sustainable Consumption of Goods / Right To Repair Directive
• Ban on combustion cars by 2035
• Ban on intentionally added microplastics
• Duty on fast fashion from China
• Electricity Market Reform Regulation

EU policies: entered into force
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

From the Ecopreneur.eu membership

Examples of sustainable SME frontrunners
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

• Green Claims Directive (GCD)
• Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
• Registration, evaluation, authorisation and 

restriction of chemicals (REACH) Regulation 
(Revision)

• Waste Framework Directive (Revision)
• Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan (Revision)

EU policies: continued proposals
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

• Clean industrial Deal – within 100 days
• New Circular Economy Act – announced by Ursula von der Leyen
• Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan (Revision)
• European Sustainable Carbon Policy Package for the Chemical Industry

EU policies: new proposals
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Current situation (2)

• The centre has held: 
EPP, S&D and Renew 
still have a majority

• Shift to the far right: 
Patriots for Europe, 
Europe of Sovereign 
Nations (ESN)

EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

• Major shift from ‘green’ to ‘competitiveness and innovation’ 
• But within Clean and Green framework context
• Draghi report : need to invest €750 – 800 bn a year 
• Implementing acts, infringement letters from European Commission

EU policies: Current situation (3)
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

Council: Hungarian presidency
• Green Claims Directive, Packaging Regulation, 

Waste Framework Directive Revision on agenda, 
SME Assembly in Budapest

Parliament: 
• Grilling new Commissioners 
• Rapporteurs Ms. Delara BURKHARDT (SD/DE) and Mr. Sandro 

GOZI (Renew/IT) for Green Claims Directive
• Renew asked for revision of Green Public Procurement Directive

EU policies: Current situation (4)
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From: Ecopreneur.eu paper Why sustainable SMEs are key for the circular economy (2021)
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

Ecopreneur.eu Input for new Commission: 

• Support for the Draghi report
• Integrate the circular economy for all sectors
• Ambitious implementation of the European Green Deal
• Level playing field: Green Public Procurement + Economic 

incentives based on True Pricing (end fossil fuels subsidies, 
Extended Producer Responsibility, VAT, Tax Shift, Carbon Pricing)

• Regional Circularity Hubs for SME capacity building, including 
free vouchers

What is urgently needed to mainstream 
sustainable business models in SMEs? (1)
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EU Policies related to the European Green Deal – an SME perspective

ECESP Joint Declaration asks the EU for: 

1. Maintaining ambitious commitments to a circular economy 
2. Expressing commitment to contribute to meeting the current targets
3. A just transition 
4. Analysing and overcoming unintended barriers in existing legislation
5. Rolling out an enabling framework for sustainable competitiveness, particularly for SMEs;
6. Devising ambitious targets for the circular economy and resource consumption;
7. Measures to boost green industries, including SMEs and social enterprises
8. Using circular economy indicators to measure progress
9. Investing in circular economy projects and solutions
10. Circular economy solutions to promote innovation and competitiveness in all EU countries. 

What is urgently needed to mainstream 
sustainable business models in SMEs? (2)
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Accelerating the transition towards a circular economy in Europe

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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