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Inhoud

• Circular Future & Ecopeneur.eu
• Wat komt er aan uit Brussel
• Wat betekent dit voor uw 
onderneming

• Presentatie en webinar komen 
beschikbaar via 
www.circular-future.eu
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Circular Future
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Ecopreneur.eu – European Sustainable Business Federation 
in Brussel



Organisational chart Ecopreneur.eu

55

Board of Directors: 
member organisations

Staff: 
Executive Director, 

Policy Officer, interns

Advocacy Group:
company advisory board
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Ecopreneur.eu  works on a 
sustainable economy 

via EU advocacy and projects
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• 40+ position papers
• 6 reports
• Circularity Check
• 2 projects

And per year about: 

• 70 advocacy meetings 
including with MEPs, 
Commission,  keynotes, 
presentations, 
conferences, panels, 
moderation

• 6 Letters
• 3 Newsletters 
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What is coming from 
Brussels?
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European Court of Justice
EU Supreme court matters of EU law, tasked with 

interpreting EU law and ensuring its uniform 

application across all EU member states 

Ruling



EU decision makers
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VdL Commissioners linked to sustainability
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Typen EU wetgeving

• Richtlijn (Directive)
• Verordening (Regulation)
• Uitvoeringsbesluit 
(Implementing Act)

• Gedelegeerde handeling 
(Delegated Act)
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Current general situation (1)

• European Green Deal sustainability legislation 
adopted on emission trading, reporting, design, 
transparency, due diligence, deforestation, trade

• Strong resistance from political surge to the far 
right and conventional businesses

• EU not on track to meet the Green Deal, Paris and 
Sustainable Development Goals

• Circular markets failing: recycling companies go 
bankrupt

• Ukraine war and Trump administration adding 
further pressure on Europe 
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Current general situation (2)

• Major shift from ‘green’ to 
‘competitiveness and innovation’ 

• Green framework under heavy fire
• Draghi report : need to invest 

€750 – 800 bn a year 
• COM: Omnibus, Clean Industrial 

Deal, Ecodesign Forum, 
Implementing acts, infringement 
letters

2020



In force (1):
• EU Emission Trading System (EU-ETS) tightened 

– N.B. CBAM
• Deforestation-free Products Regulation (EUDR) 

– kicks in as of 2026 = 1Y delayed
• Ban on intentionally added microplastics
• Nature Restoration Law 
• Ecodesign Sustainable Products Regulation 

(ESPR) and Digital Products Passport (DPP)
• Critical Raw Materials Act (CRMA)
• Sustainable Textiles Strategy
• Net-Zero Industry Act
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In force (2):
• Sustainable Consumption of Goods / Right To Repair
• Empowering consumers for the green transition 

Directive (ECGTD)
• Construction Products Regulation (CPR)
• Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD) “mass balance” 

method – discussion in the Council Technical 
Committee– risk of unlevel playing field for mechanical 
recycling

• Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
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PPWR overzicht

• Duurzaamheidseisen aan verpakkingen
• Doel: minder verpakkingen en milieu-impact
• Formeel al in werking, feitelijk vanaf 

12 augustus 2026
• Artikel 5 t/m 12: zorgwekkende stoffen, 

recyclebaarheid, minimum inzet recyclaat, 
composteerbaarheid, minimalisering, 
hergebruik, etikettering

• Conformiteitsverklaring
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Bron figuur: Europese Commisse, presentatie “Packaging 

and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)”, 16 December 
2024 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/63fd2c88-e85a-412c-bcf4-372eff99008a_en?filename=Slides%20for%20the%20SH%20event%2010122024.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/63fd2c88-e85a-412c-bcf4-372eff99008a_en?filename=Slides%20for%20the%20SH%20event%2010122024.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/63fd2c88-e85a-412c-bcf4-372eff99008a_en?filename=Slides%20for%20the%20SH%20event%2010122024.pdf


In Trilogue negotiation:

• Green Claims Directive: Already 
weakened. 2nd Trilogue on 24/4
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Pending formal approval by Council and Parliament:

• Waste Framework Directive 
Revision for food and textiles
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In force, but under Omnibus revision:
• Corporate Sustainability Reporting 

Directive (CSRD) 
• Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence 

Directive (CSDDD)
• Sustainable Finance Taxonomy – also 

fought in EU court
• Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

(CBAM)
• Fast-track requested for approval by 

Parliament and Council
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Omnibus changes to EU Sustainability laws: CSRD/ESRS 
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Element Current requirement Omnibus revision Comment

Firm Size Companies with 250+ 
employees and EUR 50m 
turnover

Only companies with >1,000 
employees and either EUR 50m 
turnover or EUR 25m balance 
sheet total

Strongly reducing the impact of the directive: Missed opportunity for 
those out of scope to increase their resilience and attractiveness as a 
business partner. VSME not fit for purpose. Strongly reducing value 
chain transparency, undermining competitiveness

Number of companies 
covered

>50,000 <7,000 idem

Third-country 
undertaking threshold

EUR 150m turnover EUR 450m turnover Idem

Value chain reporting Companies required to obtain 
data from all suppliers where 
feasible and reasonable

Not required to obtain data from 
non-CSRD countries. Limitation 
placed on data requests for SMEs 
connected to the voluntary SME 
reporting standard

• Strongly reducing value chain transparency
• Good to try and limit data requests for SMEs to the VSME, but 

probably ineffective without market surveillance or penalties

Assurance Limited assurance required, 
with plans to transition to 
reasonable assurance

Reasonable assurance 
requirement removed

Limits the confidence  of sustainability disclosures to moderate level

Reporting deadlines Set deadlines for first 
disclosures and audits

Delays of up to 2 years for wave 2 
and 3 companies

Makes it harder to meet the climate and biodiversity goals

Double materiality Required (both financial and 
impact materiality)

Retained Thank God

ESRS sector-specific 
standards

Mandatory sector-specific 
reporting standards to be 
introduced

Scrapped Counterproductive: missed opportunity to remove red tape by 
reducing the number of data points

Simplicity of reporting Insufficient A delegated act to revise and 
simplify the ESRS

Not addressed. SMEs require digitalisation, AI-supported software, 
access to technical tools in own language, in-person expert 
assistance etc.



Omnibus changes to EU Sustainability laws: CSDDD
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Element Current requirement Omnibus revision Comment

Scope Covers entire value chain Limited to direct 
suppliers only

Strongly reduces the impact of the directive: most 
issues lie downstream

Timing Transposition in 2026, guidelines by 
2027

Transposition in 2027, 
guidelines by 2026

Delay, but more time to familiarise

Supplier risk 
assessment

Includes indirect suppliers Only direct suppliers 
assessed unless plausible 
information suggests risk

Idem. NGOs & media become de facto enforces and 
need to carry out the due diligence themselves

Supplier monitoring Annual monitoring Reduced to once every 5 
years

Idem: compliance should be monitored constantly

Contract termination Companies required to terminate 
contracts for non-compliant suppliers

No longer required Sounds fair: Depending on circumstances, a company 
should be allowed to collaborate with non-compliant 
suppliers towards compliance

Civil liability Companies could face civil liability for 
non-compliance

Civil liability provisions 
removed

Severely undermines the power of the directive: only 
public authorities can enforce compliance

Climate transition 
plans

Mandatory implementation of 
transition plans

Companies only need to 
adopt plans, not 
implement them

Idem: plans reduced to paper tiger. Not aligned to the 
EU Climate law requirement

Downstream due 
diligence

Under consideration for financial 
institutions

Requirements removed Idem: financial sector has huge impact and is now of 
the hook

Penalties Maximum penalties not less than 5% of 
global turnover 

Requirement removed Idem: penalties up to national member states. Severe 
penalties are needed to make the directive effective

Harmonisation Member states could impose stricter 
requirements in certain areas

No longer allowed in key 
areas: harmonisation

This proposal sets a legal ceiling below current 
international standards such as the UNGPs and OECD



Omnibus changes to EU Sustainability laws: EU Taxonomy
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Element Current requirement Omnibus revision Comment

Scope Mandatory reporting Only companies >1,000 employees and 
EUR 450m turnover must report full 
Taxonomy-alignment. Companies 
>1,000 employees but < EUR 450m 
turnover can report voluntarily

Strongly reduced transparency, 
availability and comparability of 
information. Effect may also be limited 
due to remaining voluntary reporting 
requirements for sustainable financing

Do No Significant 
Harm (DNSH) Rules

Strict criteria Materiality threshold applies, DNSH 
reporting reduced by 70%

Understandable, but strongly reduces 
the impact of the regulation: significant 
harm is inflicted by the joint impacts of 
millions of SMEs

Partial alignment 
reporting

Not specified Companies can report partial Taxonomy 
alignment

Strongly reduces the impact of the 
regulation

Green Asset Ratio Banks must include all 
exposures the total value 
of their assets

Banks can excluded companies outside 
the future scope of the CSRD from GAR 
denominator

Strongly reduces the value of this ratio: 
Banks will artificially increase their 
Green Asset Ratio by ignoring non-
green assets outside the scope

Complexity The Taxonomy is 
incredibly long and 
complex, impossible to 
manage by an SME

- SMEs require digitalisation, AI-
supported software, access to technical 
tools in own language, and in-person 
expert assistance

Eligibility scope Very small: many activities 
have no criteria available

Not addressed EC should focus on this. Open 
consultation now open for feedback
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Source: 

https://tracker.carbongap.org/polic

y/carbon-border-adjustment-

mechanism/



Omnibus changes to EU Sustainability laws: CBAM
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Element Current requirement Omnibus revision Comment

Scope Mandatory reporting Threshold exemption of 50 tonnes mass. 
Keeping around 99% of emissions still in 
the CBAM scope, while exempting around 
90% of the importers. 

Compliance Strict compliance 
obligations

Simplifying: e.g. the authorisation of 
declarants, the calculation of emissions, 
and the management of CBAM financial 
liability.

Red tape issues 
were reported in 
2024

Non-compliance Not specified Strengthening anti-abuse provisions and 
developing a joint anti-circumvention 
strategy

Certificates Required from 2026 Required from 2027 Reducing the 
impact of the 
regulation



New Commission initiatives:

• Clean Industrial Deal - published
• Circular Economy Act - Q4 2026
• Public Procurement Directive revision -

Open consultation closed
• EU 2040 Climate Target - delayed
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To what extent 
does this foster 

sustainable business?



Impacts on sustainable business

• Increased awareness, e.g., from minimum sustainability 
requirements for products, and reporting obligations for 
the 1st wave

• Uncertainty about reporting, due diligence laws and 
sustainable financing. If weakened: less paperwork, much 
less transparency, much lower impact

• Less uneven playing field, from reduced EU emission 
carbon credits, Green Public Procurement, increased 
Extended Producer Responsibility, reuse and recycling 
targets, the ban on intentionally added microplastics

• Investments in renewable energy
• Curb activities that damage nature
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Wat te doen

• Zoek uit of uw bedrijf onder geldende EU wet- en 
regelgeving valt

• Zo ja, stel iemand aan / huur iemand in om de 
benodigde maatregelen uit te zoeken, in gang te 
zetten uit te voeren (bijv. rapportage)

• Zo niet, analyseer dan je waardeketen en risico’s
• Gebruik AI, maar controleer de antwoorden
• Raadpleeg het Versnellingshuis, CIRCONNECT of 

regionale spelers voor hulp, en evt. RVO voor subsidie
• Roep brancheorganisatie op tot collectieve actie, bijv. 

categorieregels voor levenscyclusanalyse
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Ecopreneur.eu priorities for 2025-2029

• Ambitious implementation of the European Green 
Deal – N.B. Omnibus and Circular economy 

• Level playing field: Green Public Procurement + 
Economic incentives based on True Pricing (end 
fossil fuels subsidies, Extended Producer 
Responsibility, VAT, Tax Shift, CBAM, Carbon 
Pricing)

• Regional Circularity Hubs for SME capacity 
building, including free vouchers
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Outlook 2024-2029: 

• Partial implementation of European Green 
Deal

• Large funds for industrial policy
• Further crises 
• Level playing field – depending on advocacy
• Support for SMEs – depending on advocacy
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HARTELIJK DANK

Arthur ten Wolde

+31 6 1319 6238

arthur.ten.wolde@circular-future.eu

www.circular-future.eu

mailto:arthur.ten.wolde@circular-future.eu
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