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Inhoud

• Ecopreneur.eu

• Wat komt er aan uit Brussel

• Wat betekent dit voor uw 

onderneming
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Wat is
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3500 companies, 97% SMEs 



Organisational chart Ecopreneur.eu

55

Board of Directors: 
member organisations

Staff: 
Executive Director, 

Policy Officer, interns

Advocacy Group:
company advisory board

The Ecopreneur.eu Board & Team
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Ecopreneur.eu works on a 
sustainable economy 

via EU advocacy and projects
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• 34 position papers
• 6 reports
• Circularity Check
• 2 projects

And per year about: 

• 70 advocacy meetings 
including with MEPs, 
Commission,  keynotes, 
presentations, 
conferences, panels, 
moderation

• 6 Letters
• 3 Newsletters 
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What is coming from 
Brussels?
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European Court of Justice
EU Supreme court matters of EU law, tasked with 

interpreting EU law and ensuring its uniform 
application across all EU member states 

Ruling



Who’s important in Brussels
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Typen EU wetgeving
• Richtlijn (Directive)
• Verordening (Regulation)
• Uitvoeringsbesluit 
(Implementing Act)

• Gedelegeerde handeling 
(Delegated Act)
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Adopted by the EU:
• Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) –

implementation 2 years later for oil, gas & mining
• EU Emission Trading System (EU-ETS) tightened -

including Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM)

• Sustainable Finance Taxonomy (Active, fought in EU 
court, being expanded)

• Deforestation-free Products Regulation
• Ban on intentionally added microplastics
• Nature Restoration law – adopted by Parliament 

(27/2/24)
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Source: 
https://tracker.carbongap.org/polic
y/carbon-border-adjustment-
mechanism/



Pending formal approval by 
Council and / or Parliament (1):
• Ecodesign Sustainable Products Regulation 

(ESPR) and Digital Products Passport (DPP)
• Critical Raw Materials Act (CRM Act) – adopted 

by Parliament Energy Committee 7/12/23
• Sustainable Consumption of Goods / Right To 

Repair (per 2/2/24)

2020
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Pending formal approval by 
Council and / or Parliament (2):
• Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive 

(CS3D) – postponed by Germany (24/2) – weakened 
proposal Belgium (6/3)

• Empowering consumers for the green transition 
Directive (per 18/1/24)

• Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) –
per 4/3/24 – unclarity on final text - final adoption 
postponed until after the elections - possibly blocked 
by Germany and Italy
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In Trilogue negotiation:

• Sustainable Textiles Strategy
• Construction Products Regulation 

(CPR)
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For adoption by the Council:

• Single Use Plastics Directive 
(SUPD) “mass balance” method 
– decision by Council Technical 
Committee planned for March 
2024 – risk of unlevel playing 
field for mechanical recycling
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Now discussed in the European Parliament:

• Green Claims Directive – approved 
by ENVI Committee 14/2/24 but 
final adoption expected after the 
elections

• Listing Act - facilitating access to 
capital for listed SMEs

• Waste Framework Directive Revision 
for food and textiles (adopted by 
ENVI 14/2/24)

• 2040 Climate goal proposal 
(published 6/2) on ENVI Council 
25/3
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European Commission proposals: 

• Pesticides law retracted by Von 
der Leyen (Feb 2024)

• European elections planned for 
June 6-9, 2024
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How does this foster 
sustainable business?



Impacts on sustainable business

• Increased awareness, from reporting obligations, 
supply chain liability, and minimum sustainability 
requirements for products

• Less uneven playing field, from reduced EU 
emission carbon credits, increased Extended 
Producer Responsibility, reuse and recycling 
targets and ban on microplastics

• Slow trend towards sustainable financing
• Curb activities that damage nature
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Wat te doen

• Zoek uit of uw bedrijf onder goedgekeurde 
regelingen valt

• Zo ja, stel iemand aan / huur iemand in om de 
benodigde maatregelen uit te zoeken, in gang te 
zetten uit te voeren (bijv. rapportage)

• Roep brancheorganisatie op voor collectieve actie 
(bijv. Categorieregels voor levenscyclusanalyse)

• Raadpleeg het Versnellingshuis, CIRCO / 
CIRCONNECT of regionale spelers voor hulp, en 
evt. RVO voor subsidie
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Main accomplishments Ecopreneur.eu so far

• Ecodesign Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) 
including EPR with eco-modulation of the fee

• Digital Products Passport (DPP)

• Sustainable Textiles Strategy 

• Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD)

• Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)

• Single Use Plastics Directive and Plastics Strategy

• Revision to the EU VAT directive

• Oxo-degradable and micro-plastics banned
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Ecopreneur.eu Priorities for 2024 Elections:

• Ambitious implementation of the European 
Green Deal

• Economic incentives based on True Pricing: 
Extended Producer Responsibility, VAT, Tax 
Shift, Carbon Pricing, Green Public 
Procurement

• 150 million EUR for the creation of 100 
Regional Circularity Hubs for SME capacity 
building, including free vouchers
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THANK YOU

Arthur ten Wolde
+31 6 1319 6238

arthur.ten.wolde@circular-future.eu


